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Hilltop Headlines
 Hilltop Christian School                                        September 2016
Upcoming Events 
Aug 29 & 30 - First Days of School 

Sept 5 - NO SCHOOL - Labor Day 

Sept 6 - Lunch Bunch & Enrichment Begin 

Sept 7 & 8 - PSA Welcome Back Coffee 

Sept 16 - HUMC Red Cross Blood Drive, 
2-7:30 pm 

Sept 22 & 23 -  NO SCHOOL - HUMC 
Consignment Sale 

Sept 22 - HUMC Consignment Bake Sale

Welcome back to school.. 

We want to welcome the new families joining our school and look forward to seeing how 
the returning students have grown over the summer. We had five fun camps over the 
summer and were able to stay in touch with many of our families. 

I hope all the information that was shared at the get acquainted days was helpful. Please 
keep in mind that the office is always available for any further questions that may arise.  
HCS's wonderful office assistant Rebecca Miller and I are here for you.  

To keep up with our growing enrollment, we have added classes and classrooms, which is 
exciting indeed. We owe the success of our school to the families that come together to 
make everyone feel like part of the community. Thank you. 

We have a new addition to our wonderful staff. Please join me in welcoming Pollyanna 
Quigley as our new preschool aide. I would like to thank all of our dedicated teachers and 
board members for all of their hard work preparing for 
 the school year. They are an incredible group and we 
are truly blessed to have them at Hilltop. 

Ms. Michelle

 
Sept 23 & 24 - HUMC Consignment Sale 

Sept 27 - Square 1 Art due at school 

Sept 30 - Fall Festival, 5 pm  

Oct 20 & 21 - NO SCHOOL - Fall Break 

Oct 24-28 Spirit Week 

Oct 31 - Halloween Parade 

Oct 31 - No Lunch Bunch & Enrichment 

Oct 31 - Early Dismissal (K-1), 12 pm 



VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES...

Our teachers and staff are committed to bringing 
their passion and creativity into the classroom every 
day. The board of directors is in place to provide 
them with behind-the-scenes support in their efforts.

Please consider volunteering with the board either 
as a full member or as part of an ad-hoc committee. 
The time, effort, and energy that you contribute will 
go a long way to helping our school continue to be 
the best it can be.

Contact Vickie Hulderson at 
vickie.hulderson@gmail.com

SHOW YOUR  
SCHOOL SPIRIT! 

Thursdays and Fridays are 
spirit days at Hilltop -- 
remember to wear your 
school t-shirt! 

FALL FESTIVAL  
SEPTEMBER 30 

Mark your calendars!  The 
Fall Festival is coming up and 
we can't wait to see you 
there!  We will have games, 
prizes, food, bounce houses, 
and more! 

WELCOME TO THE BOARD! 
HCS Board and Staff wish to 
welcome Jennifer Wise to the 
Governing Board. We are so 

excited to have you! 

Like us on Facebook! 

https://www.facebook.com/
hilltopchristianschool 

Get to Know Our Teachers!
Lisa Pope ~ 3-4 yr olds, Pre-Immersion Spanish

I was born in the north-east of England, one of four daughters. After qualifying as a 
teacher, I taught 4th and 5th grade near to London.  Since then, my husband, Alasdaire, 
has been employed by an international mining company which has sent us to different 
wonderful locations around the world.  We lived in Newfoundland, Canada for a little 
over a year; Chile for 7 years, where our children Eleanor and Patrick were born; 3 years 
in Guadalajara, Mexico, where I began my career in Early Childhood Education; and 
over 5 years in Tucson, Arizona, where our youngest son Jonathan was born.  We moved 
to Sandy in 2007 and I hope we’ll stay!  In my spare time I like to read and relax, listen to 
music, walk our dog Katie, and I have always been a keen ornithologist.  I have been 
teaching at Hilltop since 2010 and I am extremely happy to be here.

More on our teachers next page...

Note from the Board of Directors
Hello and welcome to the 2016-2017 school year! We are 
looking forward to seeing familiar faces as well as 
meeting our new families. We believe that Hilltop is a 
great place for our children to learn and grow, and are 
so glad that you have chosen to be a part of our 
community.
Vickie Hulderson
Board President

https://www.facebook.com/hilltopchristianschool
mailto:vickie.hulderson@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/hilltopchristianschool
mailto:vickie.hulderson@gmail.com
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Carolyn Simek ~  4-5 year olds, Art
I have taught preschool for over 20 years, starting in Texas teaching 4-5 year-old 
classes, and in Oklahoma teaching a 2-3 year old class.  Working with children and 
seeing the world through their eyes brings me great joy.   I have been teaching at Hilltop 
Christian School since moving to Sandy, Utah in 2008.  I received my Childhood 
Development Associate’s Degree in 2010.  I love to learn more about my job as a teacher 
by taking continuing education classes.

My husband and I have three grown children.  We make frequent trips to Washington 
state to visit our three beautiful grandchildren.  I enjoy reading and exploring Utah and 
surrounding states.

Wendy Harp ~ 4-5 year olds, Music
I have been a teacher at Hilltop Christian School since 2006, when my daughter began 
preschool here.  I have also taught at Christian preschool programs in Texas and Illinois. 
 I have an Associate of Arts degree from Waldorf College in Forest City, Iowa and a 
Bachelor’s Degree from NWMSU in Marysville, Missouri.  Though my degree was in 
Elementary Education, my heart is with these little ones in the early childhood years and 
I find it very rewarding to watch them learn and grow. My husband, Michael, and I have 
four wonderful children.  Our two oldest, Emily and Steven graduated from high school; 
our two youngest, Shelby and Nathan, attended here through 2nd and 1st grade. 
 Outside of watching my children in their activities, I enjoy bible study, singing, reading, 
writing, hiking, and swimming.  I thank you all for the opportunity to work with your 
children.

Deborah Anderson ~ Kindergarten & First Grade
I am very excited to continue teaching Kindergarten and First Grade at Hilltop Christian 
School. Of all the early elementary grades I have taught, this age group has a special 
place in my heart. The children have such a love for learning and I love making learning 
fun for them. I have been working with children for 25+ years now. I started in an Infant 
room, to Pre-K Teacher, after school care provider, summer camp teacher, Kindergarten, 
1st and 2nd grade teacher.  I received my Bachelor of Education from the University of 
Arizona. Outside of school, I spend time with my husband, Ty, our son, Jack, and our 
Beagle, Tracker.  Since moving here to Utah in 2011, we have enjoyed hikes together and 
seeing the beautiful surroundings! I love to take pictures and put those memories in 
scrapbook albums.

More on our teachers next page...
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Caitlin Collins ~ 2-3 year olds, 3-4 year olds, Yoga

I started as a teacher's aide at Hilltop Christian School in 2013 and have since continued 
as a teacher for two age groups.  I am excited to again return to Hilltop and this lovely 
community.  I have a Bachelor’s Degree in Psychology from Knox College in Galesburg, 
Illinois, and spent most of my free time there volunteering in different programs for 
children. During and immediately after college, I had the privilege to work with young 
children from many different backgrounds and some with special needs. When I’m not 
at Hilltop, I enjoy hiking, singing, and curling up with a good book.

Kathy Roberts ~ 4-5 year olds, Science

I moved to Utah from San Diego many years ago to attend the University of Utah. After 
completing my Bachelor of Science in Human Development and Family Studies, I 
decided to make Utah my home. I have had a varied career, which has included 
managing a retail store, working as a tutor at the Traveler’s Aid Society and working as 
a teacher’s aide in a special education classroom. I speak Spanish, some Japanese, and 
know American Sign Language. I have spent the past several years at Hilltop Christian 
School as a parent, school board member, and currently, as staff. I am so excited to 
continue my teaching career here. I enjoy running, playing with my daughter, Sophie, 
sketching, hiking and rock climbing. I look forward to meeting all the families at 
Hilltop Christian School this year.
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Extended Day Programs 
Offered daily, these programs allow families to extend the preschool day until 1:00 or 

2:00 pm. Both programs begin on September 6th, dependent on enrollment 

Lunch Bunch (3+ years old)  M-F    12:00-1:00 pm 
Families provide lunch from home for supervised meal and play time. Please label all 
food and beverages with your child’s name and provide ice/cold packs to keep cold as 
needed  (3+ years old) 

Enrichment Classes (4-6 years old) 

Pre-Immersion Spanish   M    1:00-2:00 pm 
This class offers a wonderful head start for children who are willing to learn a second 
language. 

Art        T    1:00-2:00 pm 
Children will have the opportunity to create, with an emphasis on learning about the 
Great Artists. 

Music       W    1:00-2:00 pm 
This class explores music and rhythm through song and small instruments.  

Science       Th    1:00-2:00 pm 
In this class, children will learn science and technology in a fun and creative way. 

Yoga       F    1:00-2:00 pm 
Children will stretch their bodies and minds with child-centered yoga. 

These programs require additional fees. Stop by the office for more information or to 
sign your child up! 

Watch for more information on our Para-Educators and Staff in upcoming 
issues! We are happy to welcome back Kim Burns, Vanessa Caro-Anaya and Jo 
Angwin as classroom aides.  Joining our staff this year is Pollyanna Quigley as 
classroom aide.

MANY THANKS! 
Thank you again to all who supported our annual fundraiser, the Blooming Bash last April! In 
addition to general school improvements; the light tables, trays and cubes purchased with the 
special project funds raised were a big hit over the summer and promise to add to our S.T.E.M. 

offerings this year! 
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NAEYC UPDATE
Hilltop Christian School’s NAEYC reaccreditation was completed in 2015 and we now 
carry our NAEYC accreditation until July of 2020. To become nationally accredited, 
HCS not only exceeds state standards, but meets national ones. Hilltop complies with 
a set of 10 standards required by the NAEYC that are based on research and 
professional experience. Each month we will highlight one or two of the ten standards 
that the NAEYC has set. We would like all of our families to be familiar with our 
accreditation and the quality early childhood education it provides for our students.

The first five standards focus on maximizing the positive impact of the program on 
young children’s development and education. The remaining five standards focus on 
three other areas crucial to a high quality early childhood program: teaching staff, 
partnerships with family, and community, and leadership and administration.

NAEYC PROGRAM STANDARD ONE: RELATIONSHIPS

Program Standard: The program promotes positive relationships among all children 
and adults to encourage each child’s sense of individual worth and belonging as part of 
a community and to foster each child’s ability to contribute as a responsible community 
member.

Rationale: Positive relationships are essential for the development of personal 
responsibility, capacity for self-regulation, for constructive interactions with others, and 
for fostering academic functioning and mastery. Warm, sensitive, and responsive 
interactions help children develop a secure, positive sense of self and encourage them 
to respect and cooperate with others. Positive relationships also help children gain the 

benefits of instructional experiences and resources. Children 
who see themselves as highly valued are more likely to feel 
secure, thrive physically, get along with others, learn well, and 
feel part of a community.

Square 1 Art  
Hilltop Christian School participates in a fundraiser known as “Square 1 Art”. Each child will produce 
some artwork this month, from which “Square 1 Art” will produce stickers in your child’s own design, 
and a catalog. You can then order from a wide variety of gifts and keepsakes, each adorned with your 
child’s art. Your child will have time at school to produce their design, but if you are interested in any 

siblings participating in this fundraiser, please let your child’s teacher know. They will give you a 
“Square 1 Art” template. We will need any art work completed at home to be returned to the school  

no later than Tuesday, September 27th.
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CRAFT CORNER
3D DIY Family Tree
What you'll need:

Photographs Felt
Branches Decoupage glue
Pot Foam Brush
Floral Foam Clothespins
Moss Ribbon
Wood Cardstock
3-inch wood discs Hot glue gun
Scissors

How to make it:
• Place a block of floral foam in a decorative pot. 

Insert branches in the foam to hold them steady.
• Roll some moss into balls and push the moss balls 

into the pot to cover the foam.
• Trim the photos to the same size as the wood 

discs. Apply a layer of decoupage glue to the 
wood, place photos on top, and then apply 
another layer of decoupage glue on top of the 
photos to seal them.

• After the photos are dry, place them on a piece of 
felt and draw a flower petal outline around them. 
Cut out the flower shape and hot glue the felt to 
the back of the wood disc. Vary the colors and 
shapes if you like.

• On the back where the felt is, hot glue some 
clothespins to make it easy to clip the photos to 
the branches.

• Using the clothespins, clip the family photo 
flowers to the branches.

• For a finishing touch, hot glue a ribbon around the 
pot. Then cut out a label from card stock, write 
your family’s name on it, and glue the label on top 
of the ribbon.

http://www.ehow.com/how_12339448_3d-diy-family-tree.html

Mothers Morning Out  
at Hilltop United Methodist 
Church 

Mothers Morning Out registration 
for the 2016-17 school year is still 
open. Forms are available in Kara’s 
office or by email. For more 
information please contact Kara at 
801-571-5777 ext 4 or 
mmo@hilltopumchurch.org.  

Friday, September 23rd
9 am to 8 pm

Saturday, September 24th
8 am to 2 pm

www.hilltopsale.org

http://www.ehow.com/how_12339448_3d-diy-family-tree.html
http://www.ehow.com/how_12339448_3d-diy-family-tree.html
mailto:mmo@hilltopumchurch.org
mailto:mmo@hilltopumchurch.org
http://www.hilltopsale.org
http://www.hilltopsale.org

